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Historical Records of Xigu Campus, National Peiyang University: A Study on the Uncompleted
New Plan in the 1930s

Lyu Bo, Feng Gang
(Tianjin University, Tianjin 300072, China)

Abstract: Modern campuses of China’ s universities designed and built at the end of the 19th century and in the first half of
the 20th century constitute the material foundation for the establishment and development of universities in China. Today, they have
become areas with the most significant cultural and historical implications in many famous universities. It should be noted that due
to many restrictions imposed by the unstable society at that time, as well as impacts of the dynamics in the campus planning and con-
struction process, many original design ideas, which were quite ambitious and smart, gradually disappeared or came to a sudden stop
during the designing and construction process. This results in interesting differences between the original historical designs and real
existing campuses as cultural relics.

Focusing on the first state owned university of modern China—National Peiyang University (with the English name of Imperial
Tientsin University during the period of the Beiyang government, National Peiyang University during the period of the Republic of
China, Peiyang University during a period after the founding of the People’ s Republic of China, and Tianjin University now), the
authors studied the history relating to the design and construction of Wuku Campus at Xigu. After reviewing the records, archives and
database of historical books published in modern China, as well as the historical facts, the authors identified that the New Plan drafted
for National Peiyang University in the 1930s directly resulted in the construction of the South Building and North Building in Nation-
al Peiyang University, which are still standing today. By analyzing the New Plan from its beginning to the end, the authors discovered
that this plan was to upgrade and expand existing space on the campus and was linked to the development plans for disciplines of the
university. It can be said that the New Plan was the first part of a master plan aiming to develop National Peiyang University from an
engineering-focused university into a multi-disciplinary university covering science, engineering, law, and medicine. With the assis-
tance of many graduates and employees of National Peiyang University, Cai Yuanze and Li Shutian—presidents of the university—
designed many buildings and environmental projects in the New Plan and implemented the design. The locations, forms, and scales
of construction projects were continuously adjusted as required based on the conditions at that time. The South Building (Engineering
School) and the North Building (Engineering Labs) were completed eventually and have become cultural relics on today’ s campus.

This paper re-establishes the original dynamics and scenario in history in modern China’ s universities, explores the uncom-
pleted projects beyond existing buildings, and recovers original blueprints reflecting great ambitions. This can help to develop richer,
three-dimensional understandings about cultural relics on the campuses of universities in modern China, as well as establishing more
comprehensive and in-depth knowledge about value. Therefore, this paper provides positive implications for the protection, repair and
renovation of cultural relics.

Keywords: National Peiyang University; campus history; modern campus planning; campus construction Murphy






